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eighteen-twenties it flourished until about 1840, and
was equally delightful to those within the pale and
those without. The latter were mere ordinary British
folk who loved to read of lords and ladies. The
former in their various ways had a more personal
interest in the books' continuing popularity. " Silver-
fork fiftion," as it came to be called, was either designed
to permit outsiders to flatten their noses on the windows
of the ariftocracy, or was avowedly fiftion d cle. In
the former case it forestalled the sneak-gueft columns
of the popular papers to-day; in the latter it combined
opportunism with personal prejudice, now taking a
private revenge, now paying a private debt of gratitude,
but all the time judging its public shrewdly enough to
flatter a few by flattery and many by derision. For
juft as the new gentry, in their desire to be thought
smart, became willing victims of a scandal-mongering
Press, so also were they ready to serve as foolish models
for noveli&s of manners, provided only that they might
po&ure in titled company. They liked to be subjefts
of satire or of gush, and cared nothing that sour critics
or grave old-fashioned readers despised them for their
antics. What mattered was to be able, if not aftually
to read of themselves and one another, at lea& to lick
lips over the luxury and deportment of the great; to
marvel at the nonchalant splendours of life under
Lord Normanby,1 at the dissipations and rascalities
of London fashionables as racily described by Theodore
Hook,2 at the daily amusements, emotions and conver-
sation of the wife of a Prime Minister of England;8 to

1  In Matilda: A Tale of the Day.   2 vols. 1825.   The English in
Italy.   3 vols. 1825.   Hiftoriettes: or Tales of Continental Life.   3 vols.
1827, as well as other worb published after 1830.

2  In Sayings and Doings> ift series, 3 vols. 1824.   2nd series, 3 vols.
1824,   3rd series, 3 vols. 1828.

8 In Women as They Are, or the Manners of the Day, the first fashion-
able novel published (anonymously) by Mrs. Gore.   3 vols. 1830.